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How itlie tOommand Eluded Many Tim&s

Its Numljors.

STORM, IEOE AND FLOOD.
m

Br?aiwiaiiad 'Patient Endurance of
""

vtlhe 0votd Soldiers.

SMm AT LAST,

&iftr )Par41 auad Sufferings that
Cannot B Told.

rv(.af.!RnK,o&rrATN, Torn w. va, oay., ivbst
jniwBHsox, o.
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WMHq at Srtlora an incident occurrrd of

Stmt ntorot, for whidh I am indobiod to
Gapt. CL T. Ewiug, of Ibo battery, whose
"vorfls )I guotc :

"ne aifctio incident one among a ihou-eanf- l,

1 wdll romombor. It lias always
fixed indelibly in my memory. It

oconradfi on the croat of tbe liill overlooking
Salem, as wo ontored tbat place from tbe
north. A lieutenant liad gone in advauce
vtith one Suction of my battory. I was rid-

ing along with tbc guidon at the bead of
tbe sbattory, and as wo reacbod tbe top of tbc
lull a lady came out and asked to look at
ihcilng. Her face was pale aud "bloodless.

I lhad no Ido what alio wanlod. Wo saw

tbe iflg cvory day. It got to be old with

tie. Its stars gleamed only in a mnltor-of-fa- ot

way, and tbe unfurling of its folds only
sttirrod us on extraordinary occasions. She
Lad not soon it for years.

'"I ordered George Martin to letlier see it.
Hoirofle up to bor and gave it into her bands.
I was (intensely anxious to know what she
would do with it. Thinking of Col. Ells-

worth's experience at Alexandria, Ya., I
would not have boon surprised to have seen
hor itoar it into ribbons. I can never forget
her looks as ahe oagorly and passionately
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ns a mother would her long-lo- st child when
restored to hor arms. For several minutes she
remained, sobbing aloud, and at last, whon
Elbe ifiavc it back, it was with bright smiles
through toars of real joy aud gladness."

Wltflo this scone was going on the smoke
was eliding upward and hidiug the clouds,
w'hfle mills, depots, storehouses and other
public property wore being rapidiy con-

sumed. The only happy people we saw wore
the blacks, who wore permitted to carry away
food (from the burning buildings, and who
wore exulting at the great reduction in the
col of flour. It was vory dear in the morn-
ing, bet oboap now.

We always felt bad tbat we did not got
that loenmotive and train. It would have
Imch so nice to have gone up the road and
bafi admi with Longslreot, aud thon return
toward Ivyndhburg and Richmond and soon
JitbKl JEuriy, Who was hunting us with all
his imight. In this ease, ns in many others,
Whore two persons want the same thing at
tbe suo time, one must yield. Under the
circainstance we yieldod.

Wliea our work was done aud the daj' was
nomtSy gone, the bund of the column was
directed to the rear ovor the road we had
take fa oeming. We had suffered much to
got there. With little Sloop and little food,
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in tbe midst of the most fearful mountain
storms of wind aod rain and alcot, a

thermometer and swelling
sticenttw ramid all those we had movod for-
ward and gaiaed our purpose. The enemy
had

wusbx airEK a mjoxv
vflAdli for audacity and rajiidity of exocu-t- lj

ilia not hoou oquftled by any force on
our Mq aiirfng the whdlc war. It far ox-ootl- ed

ififba Morgan's mid into Indian, and
Ohte. HI had warm wo&ihor, good roads,
plenty of food. 31c fonud alrandant fresh
hopsts on his Tout. He had no forces apo-oia-

rtftor him for some time. There were
no imowutaf a passes. He struck no important
points. He did little harm to his enemy,
and was finally hunted like a door and
diiveuto hay, overwhelmed and routed, and
he, himself, committed to the Ohio peni-
tentiary. His raid flashed out and was a
misomblo failure.

We had gone through mountains with few
pnbbos, and capable of the most perfect de-
fense. We had outmarched and outma-nuvore- d

five different commands. We had
gono into the vory heart of Virginia aud cut
the communications of the enemy. So far
good. But now for the return and for suf-
ferings, dangers, marches and manuvcrs, of
which we could have no adequate idea, as

WE BEGIN OUIi JOUKNEY JIOMEWAKD.
We left Salem the same day wc entered it

SERIES.

Deconilcr 1G, and moved as rapidly as possi-
ble toward New Castle. The mountain storms
had filled every stream on our way to over-
flowing, hut all these we crossed without the
least difficulty, until wo reached Craig's
Creek. Hero a stream of insignificant size
ordinarily, hut now an impassable torrent,
stopped our progress. Plans for crossing
were at once devised, but they all proved
impracticable. Night came, aud the troops
wont into bivouac aud a body of scouts was
sent hack to Salem over the road we had
just passed to inform the people that we
wore returning.

It seems, from Gen. Fitzhugh Lee's ac-

count of his share in the attempt to capture
us, that this movement of our scouts led
to such changes in Gon. Jubal Early's orders
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to him, and also to Imbodcn, that our es-

cape was made a comparatively easy matter.
Gen. Lee, with his own division and Gen.
Imbotlen'Sf some 3,000 men in the saddle, was
on his way at thin time to Covington, W.Va.,
intending to place himself in our front and
await our arrival, with every assurance of
our capture or destruction. Gen. Leo has
kindly furnished me a few lines, giving his
recollection of that affair. He says :

I moved from Staunton vin Ixington to Colliers.
town, on the ronl from Lexington to Covington,
rimuliiHu Hint jioiut vory Into t night. Next morn-
ing my ooiHtiiHtid wus in the nadillo by light,
marching for Covington, nnd upon arriving at
the top of tho mountain. Home eight or 10 inilea
from Covington, I rucoived nn order from
Gen. Karly to return to tho mnin Valley of Vir-
ginia nl Lexington; tln.t Avirell had found
Crafg'fl Creole too high to cross mi his way hack
from Pnlom, and would probably return by tho
mam Valley of Virginia. I was directed to return
and move down that valley in the direction of
ttuckhaiiuon to intercept him in that way.

It uectUH that after Averell left Salem, lie did
find Craig'a CreelcV which orosHod tho road n nutn-b- or

of times) vory liif.li. and stopped to make his
arraugemunlH for crowing it, bcmiiug a rcar-guai- tl

fur the protection of hia eommaud while making
those arrangement. Citi.ens of Salem following
hia trail, baw the oavalry tu if it was marching back
again, and rode rapidly back to Kalem, where tho
telegraph wired bad been put up again, and tele-
graphed till the way around to Staunton that Gen.
Averell was returning to KHlem; whereupon Gen.
JJarly hent a courier lo me pofc:htu.le giving mo
that information. If ii had not been for Hint, and I
had combined my march to Covington, 1 would
have roaolied tlHt jmint with my force, iueroawjd by
unatliur brigade, under Gen. Imbodon, u fuv lioura
lioloro Gon. Avenil did. Avcrell'H ammunition
wm wnl and bin men very xnuoli fatigued, and I
thiitlc an ouoouutcr thero liod all the cIcmcntB of
uocH in my favor, aa 1 would have planted my-be- lf

HgUt aoroHj Ins ith, which lu that country,
ai you know, is very narrow.

While we were crossing Craig's Creek
seven times, Gens. Lee aud Imboden, in
obedience to orders from Gon. Early, were
riding as rapidly as possible out of our way,
and making a long circuit toward onr right
and rear. Early in the morning of tbe 17th
wo fiuiahod crossing tbe creek, the flood
having subsided somewhat, but being btill
furious. The command crested by

SWIMUJKO THE HOUSES
and dragging the artillery over by ropes,
submerging theguns and caissons completely.
The ammunition for tho guns was properly
cared forxud was kept dry. The crossing of
the guns and ambulances was the most seri-
ous difficulty, but a dogged perseverance, to-

gether with ingenuity to device ways and
meanr, conquered everything.

During tbe night we halted at Now Castle.
The temperature suddenly dropped to bslow
zero, bittor winds came whistling down tho
valley, and the water turned rapidly into
ice as tho chilled men and horses came out
of the stream. The ammunition of many of
tho mon had became dampened, aud was
worthless. Gnus, carbines and pistols were
more or loss splashed by the water, and were
in many cases filled with ice and frozen
solid. A battle at this time was utterly out
of the question. The men felt tho cold
piercing them to the marrow. No time was
given for fires to dry clothing or lotbawout
guns, or do anything for the comfoit of tbe
command. This was

A CHASE POE LIFE.
Wc had much to foar if the enemy was vig-
ilant Though Lee and Imbodcn were, it was
hoped, out of our way, we would meet with
Gens. Jones, Echols aud W. L. Jackson, who
would, in the nature of things, occupy the
passes or defend the bridges. Soiaotime in the
night wc reached Scott's Station, and found
Gen. Jones on top of the mountain. That
way was evidently closed lo us. Lieu
rolley, of the 8th W. Ya. Cav., wa3 ordered
to proceed np the mountain and make all
the bluster and noise possible, build numer-
ous campfires, aud make the impression that
wc intended to force our way. This had the
desirtd effect. Gen. Jones awaited our ap-
proach, lying on his arms all that dreadful
night, aud did not ascertain until neatly
noon next day that no enemy was in front,
bnt that wc had escaped him at least, by
taking an uufrcquonted toad to our right
toward Jackson's Kivcr and Covington. This
road led down Barber's Creek, aud il seems
was the only road not picketed by either
Gen. Jones or Gen. Jackson.

At Scott's Station a guide was forced in
the person of Dr. Wiley,-- a practitioner in
that locality. Ho afterward settled in
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Charleston, W. Va., and after the war wa3
arrested for tho murder of a speculator
named Tift. He was admitted to bail after
a preliminary hearing, and absconded.

The night march down Barber's Creek will
be remembered by the command as one of
tho

MOST DISAGEEEAULE AND TRVIXO
marches it ever made. Tbe road was rough,
often through the woods, the path covered
in places by fallen trees and logs, over which
tho weary horses stumbled aud sometimes
fell. The awful demand of nature for sleep
called loud and unrelenting. Hunger ap-
plied in vain for satisfaction. Cold and so
cold !

A fire, a warm meal and a bed were worth
millions of money, but this boon could uofc
be bought. What visions of loaded tables,
laughing friends and delightful peace and
rest passed over our strangely-bewildere- d

minds. Yonder is a beautiful castle, a
princely house. See tho .illuminated win-
dows and the guests passing here and there.
I imagine I can hear tho music as it floats
softly out to greet my car. My active taste
and smell seem to catch in tho air the savory
viands that are prepared for a King's enter-
tainment Shall wo slop here? Is this in-

deed the fairyland of which I read in boy-
hood days ? Ah ! it is only

A STKAXGE HALLUCINATION1
the ontbrcakiugs of a hungry, tired, frozen

and nearly dead man. I am still on my
horse, lying prone on his neck, which I em-

brace with my arms, and tho faithful steed
is carrying mo on through the dark night,
from shadow to shadow, aud all around me
are men and horses marching, suffering,
hungering just as I am. O, what has be-

come of tho romance of soldiering the
beating drums, marching men, praucing
horses and waving flags? That was tho
poetry of war; this is the bitter reality,
robbed of all its charm.

Tims tho night wore wearily away. Late
in the dark evening of tho nest day found
us near Jackson's River, five miles below
Covington and the bridge wc must cross if
we escape. No enemy had been in our front
all tbe day long. This was the only road
Jackson failed to picket. He was at Clifton
Forge, and had been ordered by Fitzhugh
Lee to
STAY TIIERE AND CAPTURE STRAGGLERS
who might endeavor to escape from thcluain
force, which Leo expected to engage and de
stroy at Covington. Gen. Jackson says :

I made a forrcd march from Warm Springs to
Cl:fton 1'orge. 1 ordered Mnj. Lady v. ith a bqund-ront- o

proceed to tho biidgo near Covington and
destroy it. This the destruction of tho bridge)
MaJ. lidy left to hoiho citizen, aud it was neg-
lected. He elfeetcd the capture of the ambulance,
etc., nnd leportcd to mo that the whole force of
Gen. Averell had made good its escape. That
night I moved from Clifton lrorgo to Jackson's
River Dopot, and hearing tho report of Maj. Ladv
mid citizens, gave up the chase. In tho morning,
with three of my s tair. I f o Investigate tho
bridge, and when near it wo discovered tho ap-
proach ofyour regiment Hth I'a. Cav., which had
got between me and tho bridge. Wo led our horses
up the mountain to avoid capture, and aaw this
regiment tile past us. My command at Jackson's
River Depot knew nothing of this, and as soon ns
I could safely do bo I returned to my force and
followed in pursuit as far as While Sulphur Spring?,
but could not overtake your force A op-
portunity was lost to me.

By quoting Gen. Jackson I have some-
what anticipated. As we reached the river,
at the mouth of Barber's Creek, we found
ourselves opposed by a weak and hesitating
force. Our advance, consisting of Co's A, B,
D and F of the 8lh W. Ya. Cav., pusbed
forward rapidly and kept the enemy on the
run most of the way up to the bridge. A
good pari of the day 10th was consumed
in making this march and reaching the
bridge Tho enemy in our front kept in
sight and made an ineffectual resistance.
A number of times I ordered a charge on
them, but they would not stand rushing
away as rapidly as horses could carry them,
to appear again farther on, and lo annoy and
impede us. When night came on the dark
ness became dense. Wo were moving on
unknown roads, where the hostile force had
every advantage over us, and outnumbered
us

MORE THAN FIVE TO ONE.
An unusual occurrence took place at this

time. The enemy that had been in our
front stole off the main road, took a side road,
and nat there on their horses and allowed tho
advance lo pass without noticing them. As
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Hauling the Guns
wc passed some of us thought we heard
Horses move m the roads on our flanks, ;

ana noticed what appcareu to no men on
horseback. Later developments revealed
that we wero correct, for when our
advance had passed, and the main body
was by this road, tho enemy appeared in
front of the ambulances, filled with sick
and wounded men, and our few wagons, and
directed them off the main road into Jack-
son's camp, without letting the drivers know
the character of their guides. Some of the
men in the ambulances did not

KNOW TIIUY WERE FIMS0NK1ZS
until full daylight revealed the situation io
them. Following the wagons was our rear-
guard, the 14 tb Pa. Cav., which was deceived
by this movement and followed on for some
time before the sad mistake was discovered.

While this was going on in the rear of tho
column thero was business in front of the
most lively sort As tbe advance moved on
three officers were riding side by side im-

mediately behind one or two men who were
our extreme advance, whon we heard a rider
in the darkness coming toward us from tho
direction of the bridge. He was evidently
an enemy who wa3 unconscious of our ap-

proach. He was allowed to rido up aud bid
us good evening, when he asked, "Where
are you going?"

Wc answered by asking, "Where are you
going?"

Ho replied, without hesitation: "lam
going to Gen. Jackson with a dispatch from
Gen. Jones."

Instantly revolvers were pointed at him,
and he was ordered io give up tbat dispatch.
There was no chance to get away or to de-

stroy the paper. It informed Gen. Jackson
that Averell had escaped from Jones's front,
and had gono by way of Barber's Creek to-

ward Covington, and ordered Jackson to
make sure of tho bridge by destroying it,
informing htm that he (Gen. Jones) would
movo as rapidly as possible to Callahan's.

This dispatch was at once conveyed to
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Halt!
Gen. Averell, who sent a staff officer forward,
ordering us to

TAKE Tnn BRIDGE
at onco by a charge. By thi3 time wc wero
in sight of the firC3 at the opposito end of
the bridge. Wo conld see men standing
about them. Wo nero oyjdcntly not dis-
covered. Wo moved up carefully, formed tho
column close, and kredt nt'-'-hi-

ng Iowlv
at first, but as the enemy aroused ifi.iiself
and began to reahzo Mio situation by firing
at us, the command to charge was given, und
on wc moved with a rush.

What a clatter of hoofs on tho wooden
floor, and how tho horses crowded on the
front line! I was riding a wind-broke- n

horse we had " borrowed" at White Sulphur
Springs. He had bden on the track, and
when the charge began ho becamo furious.
Snorting and blowing

LIKE A STEAMBOAT,
ho could not be controlled, but passed
everything and took tho lead. My hat flew
off. I looked for a plungo through the
bridge into the waters of the furious stream,
for I expected the floor would be found torn
up at the other end. Fortunately tho floor
was all right, the bridge strong, and the
enemy, under tho command of Maj. Lady,
very kind to give way, so that we made
a safe lauding on solid ground and were in
possession of the bridge.

But our trouble was not ended with this
success. A company was left to hold the
bridge for tbe main body, while the rest of
us rushed on to Covington to seize another
bridge over tho same stream on the opposite
side of tho town. Scarcely had we left tho
first bridge until the enemy had rallied and
retaken it, but only for a minute, for before
the torch could be applied they were driven
off, and the bridge was then firmly held
until wc destroyed it the next morning.

Mbvjug to Coviugton, we took the town
from tho rear. It was midnight and past
when our advance entered the sleeping vil-
lage. Our noise and clatter soon aroused
the people. Stables were searched for horses,
now so sadly necessary for artillery, until
quite a number wero gathered. A number
of rebel soldiers and one officer were capt-
ured. The bridgo was easily taken. Lieut.
Wingfield with n small squad rode through
it lo the reserve post nnd quietly

TOOK THE ROYS ALL IN,
much to their disgust and surprise.

Now we had the way open for our escape.
Jones could not get down from Sweet Spring
Mountain in time to get to Callahan's before
we got there. Then wo should have two
roads out ono to Lcwisburg and tho Big
Knunwha, tho other by way of Pocahontas
County across tho Grcenbriar Kiver to Bev-
erly, in Randolph County.

While we were getting along nicely in tho
front and were opening the way for a safe
retreat, the rear was not moving along so
smoothly. The enemy was thoroughly
aroused, as he saw his gamo almost escaped
from his hands.

Gen. Averell seemed to be slowly coming
forward with the main body. When he
had finally ciossed tho bridgo day Ava3
dawning, and the rearguard -- the 14th IV
Cav. was still far behind and conld not bo
communicated with. A number of mes
sengers sent tp hasten them forwnrd canto
back because tho enemy was on tho road
between us. After a while the enemy ap-
peared on the other side. That seemed to
indicate that

OUIt FRIENDS. tVERE CAPTURED,
or were seeking somo other wny out. Tho
enemy strongly covering tho bridge, Gen.
Averell ordered fire set to it, and when the
blaze was at its bight the lost command ap-
peared in sight, on its way to a ford abovo
which was undefended.

A rebel officer demanded the surrender of
thercgiment. The commander was disposed
to listen to terms, bnt a number of the offi-
cers protested, and the regiment fought its
way to the ford. Gen. Averell called over

to the commanding officer, Licut.-Co- l.

Blakcly, to do the best he could, and to re-

join the main body if possible by the ford.
The river had fallen somcj the weather was
still very cold, but this did not deter the
brave riders.

A ford was found above the bridge, which
was passable at low water, but deep and
dangerous now. Into this the rear-guar-d

plunged, nnd almost every man crossed over
safely. A citizen saw the crossing, who
writes me that

IT WAS A SPLENDID SIGnT.
Now we wero all together again, moving

forward to gain Callahan's as soon as possi-
ble. Tho enemy was feeble in our front,
and tho destruction of tho hridges in our
rear held him off for a short time from that
direction. But ho was making every effort
to prevent our escape, and ife was clear we
could not pass out by either of the two reg-
ular roads open to us. Gens. Echols and
McCausland were somewhere on our left or
front.

At this time we did not know where Fitz-
hugh Lee and Imbodcn were, and if they
were in tho vicinity of Warm Springs they
might easily get in our front if wo moved by
Marr's Hill toward Huntersville, in Pocahon-
tas County. This was ono of tho critical
times of the campaign. We were not out of
tho woods by any means, though so far away
from Salem and fully halfway back.

Gen. Averell went into bivouac here for a
little needed rest and to give himself time
to decido

WHAT TO DO NEXT.
It is said that the negroes were called to
headquarters, and one, a boy perhaps 12
years old, said he knew a way across Green-bri- ar

Kiver by a ford far above Lewisbnrg.
Ho had been there to mill with his master.
Hearing this, Gen. Averell put the boy on a
horse, ordered "boots and saddles" to be
sounded, aud then "forward." Tho boy led
us up Oggle's Creek and down Anthony's
Creek, over the Alleghany Mountains high,
rough, wild and icy. The horses were taken
from the artillery and long ropes attached ;
men were dismounted, and drew the six
pieces up and down that fearful mountain
path.

How wo reached tho summit and got safely
down was a wonder of wonders to us all. Only
tlio fact that wo had done it could not be de-
nied. It would seem that now wo were safe
from pursuit, bat tho rear-guar- d saw the ene-
my in sight much of the time, thouph keeping
at a safo distance. This was evidently simply
an escort to sco us safely across tho river and
on our wny home.

Our advauce reached tho Grcenbriar Bivcr at
dark the evening of Dec. 20. Wo found tho
stream otvolleu mm

FULL OF FLOATING ICE.
It seemed imposjlblo to cross. Gen. Averell
in person directed tho crossing and tested the
ford. Cakes of ico from 10 to 15 feet snim.and heavy enough to submcrgo a horse,

A

wero
y

constantly passing. Tho order came to plungo
in and cross. This was done without loss. The
command was in no mood to hesitate. Hunger,
cold, exhaustion had dono their utmost. Men
had lost tho ordinary feelings of their kind,
bent only on taking caro of self; and thus each
mau pressed over.

Onco across, tho head of tho column halted
to await the main body, aud the exhausted
mon literally fell to tho ground and slept.
When the order to move forward came it vras
almost impossiblo to get the men up and on
their horses. I rodo up to ono after another,
and by punching them with my sword aroused
them and induced them to mount Ordinary
calling was useless.

But scarcely had wo gotten under way again
when ont of the darkness wo saw a familiar
flash and heard reports that told n3 in somn
way the enemy had

PLACED HI3ISELF IN OUR FRONT.
Halting to form an attacking force, Co. C of
tho Sth W. Ya. Cav., Capt. Charles Smith, was
ordered to charge, and with a yell thoypluuged
into tho darkncs3 and pushed tho enemy en-
tirely beyond, where a junction was formed of
our road with the piko between Lewisburg and
Beverly. Hero we turned to the right, and for
the first time in 10 days and nights went into
camp at Hillsboro.

Tl:o enemy was now entirely in our rear,
barring tho danger from Earlv at Warm
Springs. His strongest columus wero too far
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"Played Out."

away to strike us, and tho forco following us
too contcmptiblo to notice. Tho nest day wo
moved leisurely to Edray, where supplies were
sent for to Ilcverly and our famished men and
horses stopped not until wo met them 12 miles
from that place On Christmas Day, 1SG3, our
column moved into Beverly, and was now
safely within our lines. At Edray Gen. Averell
forwarded the following

TELEQKAM TO WASHINGTON:
Edray, roc.uio.vrAs Co.. W. Va.. Dec. 21,

via. Bevcrly, Dec. 22, 1SG5.
To Maj.-Ge- IIaixeck, Ucnernl-In-Chic- f :

I have tho honor to report that I cut tho Vir-
ginia & Tennessee Uallroad at Salem on tho ICth
inat.. aud have arrived safely nt this point with my
command, consisting of tho 2d, 3d and Sth ViuM'l'd
Inf., llth Pa., Gibson's battalion of cavalry, nnd
Kwing's battery.

At Salem three depots were dcstroycd.contnlnlng
2,000 barrels of flour, 10,000 bushels of wheat. 100.COO
bushels or shelled corn, CO.OOO bushels oats, 2,000
barrels meat, several cords of leather, 1.0C0 sacks of
salt, 3t boxes clothing, 20 lmles of cotton, a, largo
amount oi uarness.suuesnnusaiiuic3, equipments,
tools, oil, tar, and various other stores, and ICO
wagons.

The telegraph wire was cut, coiled nnd burnt for
half a mile.

The water-statio- n, turntable and three ears wore
burned, and the track torn up and rails heated and
destroyed as much ns possiblo in six hours. Fivo
bridges and several culverts were destroyed over
an extent of IS miles.

A largo quantity of bridge timber and repairing
materials were also destroyed.

31y march was retarded occasionally by the tem-
pest in the mountains and tho icy roads.

X wus omigcu io swim my eommaud and drng
my artillery with ropes across Craig's Creek seven
times in 21 hours. On my return I found six scua- -
rato commands, under Gens. Early, Jones, Fitz
Lee, Imboden. Jackson, Echols and McCausland
arranged in aline extending from Staunton to New
port, upon all the available roads, to prevent my re-
turn. 1 captured a dispatch from Gen. Jones to
Gen, Early, giving mo the position and tbat of
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wnctuer is is personal or official, and if official
to what division it pertains; and is forwarded
as onco. after Bain? stamped ad to
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Jackson at CMon Forge, and Covington was
selected to carry.

I marched from the front of Jones tolhat ofJackson at night. His outposts were pressed in ata gallop by the 8th Vn. JI'tM Inf.. and tho twobridges across Jackson's River were saved, al-
though fagots had been piled ready to ignite.

My column, nbont four miles long, hastened across,regardless of tho enemy, until all but my ambu-
lances, a few wagons and one regiment had passed,
when a strong effort was mado to retake tho firstbridge, in which they did not succeed.

The ambulances and some sick men were lost,
nnd by the darkness and difllculties the last regi-
ment was detained upon tho opposito side until
morning. When it was ascertained that the enemy
seemed determined to maintain his position up tho
cliffs which overlooked tho bridgcj, I caused tho
bridge, which were long and high, to bodestroved,
and the enemy immediately changed hisposftfon
to the flank and rear of the detachment, which
was cut off. I sent orders to tho 11th to destroyour wagons and come to me across the river, orover tho mountains.

They swam the river with the loss of onlv fourmen, who wero drowned, nnd joined me. In tho
meantime force? of tho enemy were concentratingupon me nt Callahan's over every available roadbut one, which was deemed impracticable, but by
which 1 cro3sedovcrthetopof theAIIcglianli'Swithmy command, with the exception of four caidsons,
which were destroyed in order to increase thoteams of tlic pieces.

My Io83 is six men drowned, one officer nnd four
men wounded, and four oCIcers and SO men miss-ing.

We captured about 2C0 prisoners, but on account
of their inability to walk have retained but 10 otli-ce- rs

and 80 men. Wc took also about 150 horses.My horses have subsisted entirely upon a poorcountry. nnd the oulcers nnd men havo suffered
cold, hunger and fatigue with remarkable forti-
tude. My command lnm mnroliA,! ntimho.l ois.l
nnd swam 355 miles since the Sth inst.

W. W. Averell,
Brigadier General.

An officer of this esped ition. on hearing I was
writing an account of it, said to me: "You
cannot do it justice." I realize how true this
remark is. No pen can describe tho terrtblo
march, tho storms, snow, ice, cold, floods, suf-
ferings and escapes of this notable campaign.
I have mentioned few persons in this paper,
becanse if praise w given afc all, it should bo toocry one, and not to a few.

Some will read this account and will bo disap-
pointed because incidents familiar to them arc
not noticed, but every soldier knows thero are
03 many phases to a battle or campaign as thero
are faces among men. Xa two see tho same
things, get thesarac impression of what they seo,
or have the same way of telling it. It is sulii-cic- nt

for me to soy that thi3 account is fair
and impartial from my standpoint.

I close by copying Gen. R. Lee's indorse-
ment on the reports scut to him of the efforts
made for our capture:

ncDorAim:r..s, Dec. 2G, 1863.
Respectfully forwarded for information of theDepartment. High waters and erroneous reports,

with untoward events, prevented the success ofthe arrangements that I hoped would have re-
sulted in Averell's capture. It. E. Lee,

General.
The End.

At tho request of Capt. Eifo, the author, a
"proof" of the first prt of this article, pub-
lished two weeks ago. was saat to Gen. Averell,
Bath, X.Y., that any errora of fact might be
corrected. Owing to tho General's temporary
absence from home the proof was not received
until after tho paper had gono to press. Gen.
Averell say3 that Gen. Kelley had nothing to
do with the plan of tho campaign; he did not
Know wucre Longstreet supplies were. Aver-
ell was directed to Una them, and was left to
choose hi3 own way. The latter dictated tho
Minnaiftrir nml divnAKAn 11 t. Mr-..- ..-u.uuu.wuu " fcuo auxiliary

AhSkrtthi0.,Sd.ta00 i

SJ'Ll0"'0"1:-- . fEwme'sbat- -
WV4J uuu uub iuui Luua luafcc u ui six. jrcvec
Brijr.-Gc- u. John IL Olcy commanded tho 8th
W. Va. instead of the 7fch. It wa3 a mistake to
say that Gen. Averell had ordered aH the troops
away from Xcw Crock where there was a
large quantity of supplies and left that placo
wholly unguarded. It wa3 fully protected, as
Gen. Imbodcn (Confederate) would havo dis-
covered had he acted npon tho wrong informa-
tion he had on this point. Editoe National
TiUBUNE.

Written for The Natiosai. Tbiboss.
:lnvitatiox to join the gkand aioiy.

BY DC. AV. JX. GEAY.

Come, boys, nnd Join our loyal ranks,
Our badge of honor wear;

All ye that earned tho country's thanks
Should muster with us there.

Ye-wh-o in war stood sidw by side
"When death your legions tore.

Let nothing now your hearts divide-- Be
friends forevcrmorc.

"We ask not what ye may have been,
If yc were only true r

An entrance you may surely win
All ye that wore the blue.

"What was your station or degree
"Wo ask of no ono here.

So you are what you used to be,
And loyal and sincere.

Here all are equal, all the same.
To all wc give our hand ;

"We only ask an honest nnmo
To join our loj-a-l band.

Then wait no longer, nor delay,
Come join tho G.A.K.,

Nor lose, my lads, another day
Before you wear our star.

"We'll light onr battles o'er again.
And talk of those who fell.

And times that tried our souls, and when
None could the future tell ;

"When day by day In blood expired
A comrade and a friend.

Till hearts grew faint and patience tired
In waiting for the end.

Ah. tlwe were times that tried us all,
Tho heart of friend and foe,

"When none could tell who next would fall.
Or who bo next to go ;

"When lire nnd pillage o'er tho land
Sent up their lurid light.

And scenes as terrible as grand
Mado day of murky night.

Then blood-staine- d fields on every band
Proclaimed how hard ye fought

To save our heritage so grand.
That blood and treasure bought;

When treason, unrebuked at first,
Thrust up its hydra head.

Till loyal men for vengeance thirst.
And fought till it was dead.

Then, comrades, friends and veterans, all.
Outside no longer stay;

At onctt Into our columus fall.
Nor wait another day.

We oiler to you more than gold.
Here shelter Is. and rst;

Our honrts are neither hard nor cold,
A3 thousands have confessed.

Here you will feel nad bo at home,
As brethren ever should;

Nor longer will yon wish to roam,
Devoid of so much good.

Then haste, my boys, for well wo know
Our wish you will obey;

Nor more will wander to and fro,
Uncertain of tho way,

Where siren from the path will lure,
And tempt your feet to stray,

To where destruction waiteth suro
For all that leave the way.

Wo offer succor o'er and o'er
To comrades in distress;

Sure loyal men can do no more,
Nor ask of you for leas.

She Knew Where It Was.
Indianapolis iVctc.

"Sis," ho said, "do you know whero my
base-ba- ll mask is? I've hunted high and low
for it."

"I didn't know you wanted to use it to-da- of
Dick," said his sister, uneasily.

"Wblhldo."
" I'll see if I can find it for yon, and she went

upstairs.
Sho found it without much trouble.
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Gffl. BLACK'S REPORT.

The Commissioner Eeviews tlie Work

of the Passion Bureau:

splendid momma.

An Interestingi Resuiime o5' For-
eign Pension Sstemsi,

SERVICE, AWD m&ABWfFZ.

Some Pertinent Recommenda-
tions as to Needed ILegiisration.

The Commissioner of Pensions, Gen. John
C. Black, has submitted his annual report to
the Secretary of the Interior. Ii is so in-
teresting a document to the veterans that wo
reproduce it below in full. Gen. Black's re-
view of the pension system of other Nations
will bo found especially interesting-- , and
embodies new matter not before published
in the United States. The test of tho re-
port is as follows :
The Secretary o? the Interior.

Srr.: During tho past quarter of century
w liuiaui ui xciiHiuiis nas developed from aa
inconsiderablo oilleo to one whoso elientago is
unsurpassed in numbers, whote disbursements
aro very great, and whoso operations aro ex-
tended into aIrao3tevry County, Township andDistrict in tho United States. This develop-
ment has rendered necessary groat and radicalchanges and a reorganization in tho rnqthods of
tho Bureau.

Because of widespread interest and inquiry
and bocauso Ibcliovo that tho tax-paye- rs aro
entitled to know tho processes by which theirmoneys are disbursed, as well as fcho mere naked
resnlts of tho disbnrsements, I have thought
best to present to you this report of fcho methods
of tho Bareaa of Pensions as at present con-
ducted.

1 havo therefore directed tho chief of each
division to present a stateracnb of tho method3
and workings of his division, and I append tho
same to this report.

Ono who is interested in tho study of tho
pension system of tho Government wilt find all
needed information in the accompanying do-tail- ed

reports ; and I snbmib hare, as intro-
ductory thereto, a brief sketch of fcho progress
of a case through the Bureau of Pensions:

arAn; division.
All matter addressed to the Bureau of Pen-

sions, or to tho Commissioner, or to any other
oflicer thereof, is received in tho Mail Division.
whero it is opened and examined to determine

VIJUW WIT MIUUl kl UJUIArUi roach in tr the Mail
Division is distributed on tho day of its receipt.

.applications aro senc trom tho Jlatl to the
Record Division and thero entered upon tho
records of that division. From tho Eecord Di-
vision thoy aro sent to the proper adjudicating
divisions, whore tho claims aro to bo considered.

the adjudicating divisions..
The Adjudicating Divisions are fivo in num-

ber: First, is tho Old War and Navy, which has
jurisdiction of claims arising in thoKcgular
Army and Xavy, and in tho old war service
tho Mexican war and tho war of 1812, and all
other wars for which pensions or bounty lands
are or havo been granted, save that of lSSl-'6- 5.

Tho remaining Adjudicating Divisions aro
tho Eastern, Middle, Southern and Western.
Tho Eastern Division has charge of all claims
originating in military organizations from tho
States of Maine, Now Hampshire, Vermont,
Massachusetts, Ithode Island, Connecticut, Now
York, New Jersey and Delaware.

The Middle Division has chargo of all claims
originating in military organisations from tho
States of Pennsylvania, Ohio and Michigan.

Tho Western Division has charge of all ckiira3
originating in military organizations from tho
States of Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Wisconsin,
Minnesota, Nebraska, Kansas, Nevada, Colora-
do, California, Oregon, aud tho several Terri-
tories.

The Southorn Division has chargo of all
claims originating in military organizations
from the States of Maryland, Virginia, West
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina,
Louisiana, Gcurgin, Florida, Alabama, Missouri,
Arkansas and District of Columbia, and tho
sovoral organ izafcious of colored troops. (Tho
term "claims originating in military organiza-
tions from " means in tho titular service of tho
State, and does not havo reference to tho pres-
ent residence or postoffice address of tho
claimant.)

When a case has reached an Adjudicating Di-
vision it is placed by fcho.Chiof thoreof in tho
hands of an Examiner, who proceeds with tho
consideration of the case, making such alls for
evidence through tho proper channels upon tho
claimaut, his attorney, and the War Depart-
ment, the Surgeon-General'- s Office and fcho
Record Division as may bo noeeseury to deter-
mine the case. He also resorts to all such
available means of information as, in his best
judgment, aro requisite for establishing tho
justice or otherwise of theelaim. When a claim
is found complete and ready for admission or
for rejection it is forwarded from fcho examiner
through the chiof of his section to tho chief of
tho division, passing the scrutiny of eaoh of
these officials, and is thon 3ent to tho Board of
Review.

The intermediate steps of this process vary
according to the cmorgencis of each ease. It
may be a very simple case with ample proof in
tho record, and in tho present condition of tho
man, to show the justico or injustice of his
cmini. A medical examination thon isordcrcd
to determine, by a competent Board ofSurgeons,
the dogreo of disability, and the medical 3tnto-mgnt- as

to the amount of such disability result-
ing from the injury in thosorvice.

After all these report and evidence are inland
the case has been suomitted, if it still stands
undetermined, the case is ordered to fcheSpeuial
Examination Division, whero it is further and
more critically examined upon all eontioverted
points, aud aS all places where essential in for-
mation may be added, touching either a spocido

tuso of inquiry or tho whole merits of fcho
ease. It is then returned from the Special Ex-
amination Division, resumes its plnoo on tho
calendar, and is adjudicated upon the legal
questions in the claim. These embrace ques-
tions of origin, of service, and liuo of duty,
and nil other matters that, under the kw,atl'eQ6
tho legality of title of a claimant to pension.
Theso legal questions haying been established,
tho case is then sent to the Modiea! Division for
medical advisoment as to all tho modical ques-
tions involved. If a mistako has been mado in
the diagnosis of tho caso it is here detected. If
the lay Examiner has accepted an existing dis-
ability as duo to ono shown to havo originated
in tho service, and tho Medical Examiuor dis-
covers that ono cannot bo a sequence of tho
other, tho medical opinion to that etfect is
luruisbod for a correction of judgment, and to
show tho medical points in tho case. Tho de-
gree of disability is also determined and certi-
fied by tho Medical Board.

The case is thon referred to tho Board of Re-
view for rating in accordance with tho degrco

disability shown to exist. Theso ratings are
then nflixcd to the case and sonfe forward to tho
Certificate Division, where the final 3tep3 or

and tho ccrtificato is issued.
From tho Certificate Division tho casote re-

turned to the Record Division for record, and.


